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The book of Genesis tells us that God made a covenant with Abraham, promising him a glorious
posterity on the condition that he and all his male descendents must be circumcised. For
thousands of years thereafter, the distinctive practice of circumcision served to set the Jews apart
from their neighbors. The apostle Paul rejected it as a worthless practice, emblematic of Judaism's
fixation on physical matters. Christian theologians followed his lead, arguing that whereas
Christians sought spiritual fulfillment, Jews remained mired in such pointless concerns as diet and
circumcision. As time went on, Europeans developed folklore about malicious Jews who performed
sacrificial murders of Christian children and delighted in genital mutilation. But Jews held
unwaveringly to the belief that being a Jewish male meant being physically circumcised and to this
day even most non-observant Jews continue to follow this practice. In this book, Leonard B. Glick
offers a history of Jewish and Christian beliefs about circumcision from its ancient origins to the
current controversy. By the turn of the century, more and more physicians in America and
England--but not, interestingly, in continental Europe--were performing the procedure routinely.
Glick shows that Jewish American physicians were and continue to be especially vocal and
influential champions of the practice which, he notes, serves to erase the visible difference
between Jewish and gentile males. Informed medical opinion is now unanimous that circumcision
confers no benefit and the practice has declined. In Jewish circles it is virtually taboo to question
circumcision, but Glick does not flinch from asking whether this procedure should continue to be
the defining feature of modern Jewish identity.
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A Surgical Temptation The Demonization of the Foreskin and the Rise of Circumcision in Britain,
Robert Darby, Jul 12, 2011, , 784 pages. In the eighteenth century, the Western world viewed
circumcision as an embarrassing disfigurement peculiar to Jews. A century later, British doctors
urged parents to circumcise.

Handbook for Bible Study , Lee J. Gugliotto, Jan 1, 2000, Religion, 464 pages. A guide to
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On being a Jewish feminist , Susannah Heschel, Mar 14, 1995, Religion, 288 pages. Indispensible
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Religion, 256 pages. Central to both biblical narrative and rabbinic commentary, circumcision has
remained a defining rite of Jewish identity, a symbol so powerful that challenges to it have always.
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